Application of knowledge about corpus luteum function in control of estrus and ovulation in cattle.
Understanding corpus luteum (CL) function has led to development of methods of estrus synchronization in cattle that either extend the estrous cycle by administration of exogenous progestins or shorten the cycle by induction of luteolysis. Both methods have limitations, which have been reduced or overcome through sequential or combined treatment with progestin and luteolytic drugs. Future improvements in estrus synchronization methodology are most likely to come from achieving more synchrony between the development of a highly fertile ovulatory follicle and control of luteal function.